AQ8/12/2E  The Allen Magazine Nos. 26 – 33 January 1955 – Autumn 1956



No. 26 January 1955

Front cover – Swans on the river near the town bridge

p.3
A Mayoral party visits Queen’s Works (pictures)

p.4
Visits USA, Canada and Germany

p.4
National Service – list of men called up during September-November 1954

p.5
A Page for the Children

p.6
Children’s Christmas parties

p.8
Christmas whist drive (pictures)

p.10
Queen’s Works Carnival Dance (pictures)

p.12
Meeting of representatives

p.12
‘What do you know about Spastics?’ by R Goodchild (Heavy Machine Shop) Chairman of the Bedford and District Branch of the National Spastics Society.

p.13
50 years ago jottings from issue 2 of Queen’s Engineering Works Magazine, 1905. Editorial note on the unveiling of memorial to the fallen men of the Bedfordshire Regiment -  remembering that Allen pupils N McL. Lawrence, E H Cunliffe, H P Lee and apprentices E F Jones, H G Lagdon, G S Tapper, and F C Swallow served in the Yeomanry served throughout the war. Distribution of prizes to the pupils and apprentices. Queen’s Engineering Works Cricket Club. Correspondence re the first edition of the magazine. 

p.16
Apprentices’, Students and Pupils’ Activities. Dinner of the association of past and present students (picture). Eric Poole and Dave Marks have left to the Students and Pupils Association to join the staff. Nev Nicholls, an Anglo-Iranian student has gone to further his knowledge of the field of oil. Craig Grubb and Brian Bradley join from Anglo-Iranian; Tony Shepherd, John Marsh, Taffy Davies, Mike Butten and Mike Metcalfe join from university. Sandy Laird, Trevor Reynolds, Hugh McMenamin, Barrie Abraham, Roderick Macleod and George Davison join as new students. 

p.18
Campanology by R E J Freeman

p.20
Appointments: A A Coomb, J R Bryant and F C Hulatt.

p.20
Retirements: Arthur Edward Gammons, Oliver George Valentine, Frederick Arthur Barnes, Joseph Shield Tait, Robert Thatcher Rolfe, William Edward Trasler, Alfred Humberstone, Arthur Ashcroft Cater, William Herbert Hartop.

p.22
Obituaries: Stella May Stevenson, William Thomas Weed, William Button, Percy William Stanton, Horace Ferguson Patterson, John Charles Norman and James William Holloway. 

p.23
Recent contracts (pictures of City of Exeter Pynes Waterworks Pumping Station and generating plant at T J Smith and Nephew Ltd, Hull)

p.25
Works Activities. First Aid Detachment, Benevolent Fund, Suggestion Scheme, Safety Committee and Civil Defence

p.27
Brevities by our correspondents
p.29
In Search of the Midnight Sun by A Hailstone (holiday in Norway and Sweden)

p.30
Queen’s Engineering Works Recreation Club. Reports on the Allen club, archery, rugby, tennis, angling, badminton, football, hockey, drama, table tennis (picture of Stuart Smith), cricket, library and horticulture. 

p.35
Bedford past and present: Rose’s Corner August 1935 and October 1954


No. 27 - April 1955

Front cover - The village blacksmith, Ickwell

p.3
H Norman G Allen elected member of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. Appointments J W Boddy.

p.3
Retirements: Nesta Cullip, Miriam Cannon, Alfred John Moss, George Izzard, Matthew Howe, Frederick William Burston, Frank Arthur Spriggs, William Thomas Whiting.

p.6
Obituaries: Alexander Shirreffs, William McNicholl Bulloch, Charles Dennis Pilgrim, Walter Thomas Montgomery, Vincent Alfred George Neal, Arthur Buck, Arthur Ashcroft Cater and James Alfred Bennett.

p.7
A page for children

p.8
Keeping Tropical Fish by G D Jones

p.10
Visits: Egypt and Sudan, France, middle East, Institute of Metals. 

p.10
Bedford past and present: Broadway, June 1938 showing Allen Bros Tailors and March 1955 showing the bus station.

p.11
National Service with news on Brooking Young, Ronald Charles Garner, Peter Penton, Douglas Brian Clarke and Ronald Ernest James Freeman.

p.12
Works Activities. Increased production, Benevolent Fund, First Aid Detachement, Safety Committee, National Savings (picture of R V Shimmans and H E Ellis), Civil Defence, Ministry of Pensions and National Insurance and the National Health Service. 

p.16
Apprentices', Students and Pupils' Activities
p.17
Recent contracts

p.19
Brevities by our correspondents. M McKeown has gone to live in Massachusetts. Geoffrey Abbiss has gone to be a missionary in India. Frank Knight has left to work at the UK Atomic Research Establishment. 

p.21
Queen's Engineering Works Recreation Club. Reports on the Club, archery, bowls, rugby (picture of members of the club, all named in caption), tennis (picture of Bill Knight and Michael Davies, who played an exhibition match to open the new hard courts), badminton, football, drama, shooting, rounders, hockey, horticulture, cricket (picture of Brian Stapleton and Alan Uff), table tennis (picture of Alan Spencer, Don Clarke, Norma Fender, Roy Poulter and Ron Sharman), library.


No. 28 - July 1955

Front cover - River Ouse from Bromham Bridge

p.3
Egypt and the Sudan by W Kenneth G Allen

p.5
Visits: Open Day, Holland

p.6
Photographic competition

p.7
A page for children

p.8
Cartoons on the theme of lines from Shakespeare

p.9
Appointments: J P Carrier, A Hailstone, D Gillings, J Lansberry, R G Martin, C O Webb, F Wootton, L C Harper.

p.9
Retirements: Walter Woods (pictured with Frank Tildesley, Reg Smith and Bert Pearson), Charles Munt, Caroline Martha White, Charles Lewington, John Edward Milner.

p.11
Travel in the Middle East by J R Wheating

p.12
Obituaries: Vincent Alfred George Neale, Frederick John Panter, George Stephen, Charles Leadbeater, Frederick Charles Page, Albert George Henry Ives, Ernest William Taylor, Samuel Gaylor, Thomas Doughty. 

p.12
National Service

p.13
Apprentices', Students' and Pupils' Activities. Pupils' and Students' Association says goodbye to Taffy Davies, Craig Grubb and Brian Bradley and welcomes Paul Bhasin from India, Yousuf Ali from Pakistan, David Patterson from Anglo-Iranian and Robin Renton from South Africa. 

p.14
Recent Contracts (pictures of City of Oxford Littlemore Sewage Pumping Station)

p.17
Brevities by our correspondents. Bill Woods left to join Weatherley Oilgear Ltd Biggleswade, D J B Tait and K Wilson win Home Guard shooting competitions.

p.19
Works Activities Increased production - strip-on-edge coil winding. Benevolent Fund, Safety Committee, First Aid Detachment, Civil Defence, National Savings (picture of members of the committee), Fire Brigade. 

p.23
Queen's Engineering Works Recreation Club. Reports on the club (picture of Harold Buck receiving trophy for darts), shooting, drama, archery, tennis (picture of E Harper and Mrs Barnes), rugby, bowls, football, badminton, rounders, horticulture, cricket, golf and angling. 


No. 29 - October 1955

Front cover - A cricket match in progress in Southill Park

p.3
Obituary of Sir Richard W Allen, CBE, D.L.

p.5
Announcement of W Kenneth G Allen as new chairman

p.7
Engineering, Marine and Welding Exhibition, Olympia, 1955

p.8
The company’s new works in Worcestershire – Atlas Works, Pershore (pictures)

p.10
A page for children

p.11
Visits: Engineer-in-chief of the fleet (pictures), Engineer captain L Stam, Rotary club of Bedford, Gas Engineers and Christopher Soames

p.13
A New Era: from beam engine to diesel electrification, 1870-1954 by E H Marsh (Yorkshire representative). Re: Messrs John Priestman & co Ltd of Ashfield Mills, Bradford, Yorkshire

p.15
National Service. News of Ron Harbinson and Colin White. 

p.16
Photographic competition results

p.18
Brevities by our correspondents. Pictures of the Queen’s Works swimming team – Brian Freshwater, Brain Scott, Malcolm Teasdale, John Hulatt, Edward Dunstan, Roy Jameson and Ken Manning, and of the ladies’ team – Pat Willey, Shirley Pearson, Valerie Gregg and Carol Bartram. 

p.19
Christmas Whist Drive

p.20
Appointments: changes to the Gas Turbine department, M S Simpson

p.20
Retirements: Alfred Whiting, Herbert Hester, Joseph Dunkley, John Bernard Noble, Arthur Cant, John Henry Broadway, Henry Swales, James Handscombe, Charles Pearcey, George Edward Starmore, Walter Charles Carter.

p.23
Obituaries: Albert Charles Riddle, Henry John Woods, Reginald Victor Dudley Black, Herbert Edward Hull, Charles Henry Bines, Henry George Hopkins, Harry Hilleyer Slade

p.24
Recent Contracts

p.26
Works Activities: Increased production, Safety Committee, Mass Radiography, Hospital Service Association, National Blood Transfusion Service, First Aid Detachment, Benevolent Fund, Civil Defence. 

p.29
Works Sickness and Accident Insurance Scheme

p.30
Apprentices’, Students’ and Pupils’ Activities. Lawrence Wong, John Baynham, Ray Mann, Ernie Parry, John Pike, Mike Wheeler, Andy Nealon, George Jackson and Peter Caldwell are leaving the Students and Pupils. Jerzy Raciborski, Keith Boulton, Brian Lovell, Siddik Nast and Ibrahim Samra are joining. 

p.31
Prizes awarded to foundry apprentices

p.32
Journey to Kurdistan, Iraq by T M Jones

p.34
Vegetable, Fruit and Flower Show, 1955

p.36
Queen’s Engineering Works Recreation Club Reports on archery, bowls, rugby, tennis, hockey, angling (picture of Bill Duckett receiving the congratulations of Ted Slade), drama, badminton, football, table tennis, cricket (picture of works junior XI – J Smith, A Webb, R Johnson, P Butler, P Harlow, H Davidson, D Wells, K Wilson, M Shortland, P Wells, B Stapleton, A Uff, E Dunstan and M Taylor) and horticulture. 


No. 30 – Winter 1955/56

Front cover – A wintry scene in Stagsden

p.3
Appointment of new directors – T Golding and A H Hooke

p.5
Visits Vienna, West Africa, informal visit of the president of the Institution of Mechanical engineers, The Hague, The Maudslay Society

p.6
Children’s Christmas Party at Bedford

p.8
To the Ice Pantomime at Wembly

p.10
Christmas Whist Drive

p.12
Queen’s Works Carnival Dance

p.14
National Service. News of Frank Edward Worrall, Terence Brian Frost and Peter Finch.

p.15
Appointments: A C Hutchinson, C W Hayes, J J Thompson, J R Harrison, E R Yoxen, T P Jones, C R Lloyd, J P Goodacre, J Keen, M S Simpson, C M Daniel, D Gillings, A H Tingey.

p.16
Retirements: Ralph Leadbeater, John Bertie Tromans, Charles Wiles, Robert Howell Morgan, Charles Alfred Middleton, Percy Davison

p.18
Obituaries: Valentine Edward Lilley, Harry Leonard Dickens, Jesse Gordon George Gilbert, Frederick Augustus Clifton, Arthur Ernest Inskip, Charles Lewis Lester, William Markham, Robert Hill Luff, Alfred Humberstone, Herbert Hester, Alfred Ernest Perry, Herbert Henry Norman. 

p.19
Apprentices’, Students’ and Pupils’ Activities mentions Yousuf Ali, Mike Blaxill, Tim Thorneycroft, Bob Dring, Nicholas Hicks, John Matthews, Pat Healy, Jeremy Nightingale, Terry Carroll, Mike Metcalfe and Robin Renton. 

p.20
50 years ago – jottings from No 3, 1906. Speeches to mark the silver anniversary of the company.

p.24
Recent contracts. Pictures of the pumping plant for combined water suply and irrigation scheme in Southern Rhodesia.

p.26
Works Activities. Surgery – picture of Dr H K G Nash and Sister R Hayman. Safety Committee, Suggestion Scheme, First Aid Detachment, Benevolent Fund, Works Sickness and Accident Insurance Scheme, Civil Defence, Production Engineering Research Association Mobile Demonstration Unit. 

p.29
Brevities by our correspondents. Picture of Bill Whiting, Alan Lovell, Brian McCarthy, Percy Pack and Tony Shepherd, five member of the works who played first class rugby during the season. 

p.33
A Camp in the Rhinogs [Wales] by F J Hyde.

p.35
Queen’s Engineering Works Recreation Club Allen Club, Archery, Bowls, Rugby (picture of Queen’s Works 1st XV), Tennis, Hockey (picture of Works Ladies’ Team), Drama, Angling, Golf, Badminton (picture of Margaret Handley), Football, Table Tennis (picture of Simon Barlow and Barry Brignall), shooting, horticulture. 


No. 31 – Spring 1956

Front cover – Nesting Time (Swans on the river)

p.3
West Africa by J C C Whyte

p.6
Visits: Scotland, Holland and Belgium, Iran

p.6
National Service. News of Alan Grindley

p.7
A page for children

p.9
Brief  personal details of: Thomas William Kimble, Mary Higgins, David Rostron, Harry Elliott Mobbs, Harry Roland Hand, Harry George Hibberd, Alan Frederick Nicholls, Robert Ellis (photographic head of each on caricature body).

p.10
Admiralty Engineer Overseer – retirement of G L D Williams

p.11
Dog Breeding and Exhibiting by H Laver with picture of Mr and Mrs Laver, Mrs Laver’s father and two of the prize winning dogs.

p.12
Appointments: Miss J M Smith. Retirements: George P Allen, architect, Charles Smith, Edward Brandill, Ernest Hansford, Thomas Henry Smith, George Harper, Joseph Greenwood.

p.14
Obituaries: Herbert Edward Ellis, Walter Frederick Bean, Walter Farrer, William Turner.

p.15
Apprentices’, Students’ and Pupils’ Activities. Picture of Trevor Reynolds and Malcolm Teasdel.

p.17
Presentation of Engineering Equipment to Bedford School

p.18
50 years ago. Jottings from No3 of the Queen’s Engineering Works magazine – speeches from the annual prize giving to students and apprentices.

p.22
Recent Contracts

p.24
Works Activities Atlas Works, Pershore, First Aid Detachment, Civil Defence, Works Sickness and Accident Insurance Scheme, Safety Committee, Benevolent Fund

p.26
Brevities by our correspondents includes piece about the central station and main generating sets supplied to SS Titanic and Olympic. Mentions John Tordoff passing entrance exam to RADA and Keith Norledge winning trophies at the Bedfordshire music festival.

p.29
Queen’s Engineering Works Recreation Club reports on the Allen club, drama, archery, bowls, tennis, cricket, horticulture, table tennis (pictures of Colin Single, Bill Parker, Roy Poulter, Alan Spencer, Keith Bloom and Ron Sharman), football (picture of team and officials 1930 – C C Harris, J Gilbert, A Padian, A Fielding, W K G Allen, C Pannell, G Goodwin, E Pope, J Bishop, S F Groome, E Potter, ? Crane, R Cowper, R Harper, R Swailes, W Trueman), Hockey.


No. 32 – Summer 1956

Front cover – View of the river fished by the Works Angling Club behind the Manor House, Kempston. 

p.2
Expansion and Modernisation a message from the chairman, Kenneth Allen. 

p.4
A Visit to the West Indies by W Allen (Installation Department)

p.6
New Office Block - with pictures of the old office block before and during demolition. 

p.7
Visits: Head Office, R A F Technical College Henlow, Northampton Brewery Co Ltd Northampton and Northampton Corporation Sewage Disposal Works, Bedford Medical Society. 

p.8
Nicholas Doyle and Geoffrey Wright on the Outward Bound Moray Sea School. 

p.9
National Service. News of Colin Arthur Slater

p.11
A page for children

p.13
Brief personal details of: Ernest Hector Crouch, Leonard George Letts, Charles Jesse Turner, Douglas Harry Robinson, Arthur William Timperley, Robert Sidney Ames, Kathleen Thomas, Keith Edmund Manning (photographic heads of each on caricature bodies).

p.15
Visit of personnel of Atlas Works, Pershore

p.16
50 years ago: Jottings from No 3 Queen’s Engineering Works Magazine – Improvements carried out in the works during 1905, Improvements in the test bay, the Allen Prize, Queen’s Engineering Works Cricket Club.

p.19
Recent Contracts (pictures of electrical generating plant and equipment on board the Canadian Pacific Liner ‘Empress of Britain’)

p.21
Apprentices’, Students’ and Pupils Activities 

p.22
News of former employees now in Canada – Charles and Jackie Keegan (nee Jackie Folkes)

p.23
Retirements: Albert Edward Ashley, William Marshall, James Dixon

p.24
Obituaries: Alfred James Bland, Bertie John Pratt, Richard Arthur Aves Herniman, Charles Henry Earl. 

p.24
Stamp collecting by M S King

p.26
Works Activities. Safety Committee, Luton and District Industrial Safety Committee, Suggestion Scheme, First Aid Detachment (presentation to L B Gilbert), National Savings, Fire Brigade. 

p.27
Brevities by our correspondents (picture of Albert Sharpe in the Canteen during the drink more milk campaign)

p.29
Queen’s Engineering Works Recreation Club: picture of Peter Wells collecting the Tyrell cup for most promising junior batsman for 1955, reports on drama, angling, archery, badminton, bowls, golf, cricket (picture of Works A Cricket XI – A Uff, G Allen, L Shortland, C White, C Kemp, R Johnson, R Sell, A Humphreys, K Wilson, M Taylor and D Wells), tennis (picture of winning competitors), rounders, table tennis, football, horticulture.


No. 33 – Autumn 1956

Front cover – beside the lake in Southill Park

p.3
Our Atlas Works, Pershore

p.4
Allen Power for tobacco company’s expansion, Sydney, Australia

p.5
Picture of the building of the new office block

p.5
Christmas Whist Drive

p.6
National Service. News from Roy Simpson

p.6
Admiralty Engineer Overseer – R E Stevens

p.7
A page for children

p.8
Sketching as a hobby by Diana Salmond

p.9
Visits: H R H  the Duke of Edinburgh’s Study Conference, head office, open day

p.11
Brief personal details of; Harry William Pote, John Barker, Frank Green, George Smith, Margot Davenport, Percy Victor Eaton, Arthur John Luff (photographic heads on caricature bodies).

p.12
Appointments: T Golding, T S Miles, D S Greenway, P B Rush, E Ransom, T P Jones, W H Clarke, E V French, E A Pilgrim, P Sharp, H G Lee. 

p.12
Retirements: William Joseph Brockett, Reginald Simms, Arthur Everett, George William Handscombe, William White, George Aylott, Ernest James Watson, Daniel Tansley, Arthur Edward Negus, Bertie Parkes.

p.15
Obituaries: George P Allen, Frederick Robert Robinson, Harry Thompson, Benjamin Boyce, Walter Stafferton. 

p.16
Works Activities. Increased production including pictures of the new siding and mobile crane and the site of the packing and despatch bay extension. Safety committee, Surgery (picture of presentation to Nurse Gray), Blood Transfusion, First Aid Detachment, Hospital Service Association, Civil Defence, Fire Brigade, Works Sickness and Accident Insurance Scheme, Works Pension Scheme. 

p.20
Recent contracts

p.22
Brevities by our correspondents Picture of Pat Willey, Jill Bryant, Jean Smith and Ruth Hayman – winners of the Business House Relay swimming trophy

p.26
Progress 1904-56 by David Bartaby (Australia)

p.27
Apprentices’, Students’ and Pupils’ Activities Welcome Tabi Twenefor from the Gold Coast, Robin Coles, Charles Allen, Brian Brooks, Crispian Wilson and Alan Towers. Congratulations to George Raciborski and John Lilley. 

p.28
Vegetable, Fruit and Flower Show 1956

p.30
Catching up with Peter Bruce, home on a visit from Australia

p.31
Queen’s Engineering Works Recreation Club Drama, Archery, Angling, Bowls, Badminton, Rounders, Cricket (picture of junior team, drawing office team, and Accounts Department team), Tennis, Table Tennis, Hockey, Football, Rugby and Horticulture. 

