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Leighton-Linslade 2003, Volume 1 (Tom Lawson) 

All colour photographs taken c.2003 unless otherwise stated. Marginal notes often 

give information about the previous history of the site.  

 

Inside front cover: colour postcard, view of All Saints Church from NE 

Flyleaf: Postcards from anti-Euro campaign  

p.1: (i) Tom Lawson at 87; (ii) introductory text 

 

Leighton Buzzard 

 

South Side of High Street 

p.2:  (i)  Barclays Bank, Swan Hotel, HSBC Bank;  

 (ii)  Part of Swan Hotal with double pillar box in front, HSBC Bank, 

Dillamore’s Furnishers, Prontaprint 

p.3:  (i)  Dillamore’s Furnishers, Prontaprint, Coral bookmakers 

 (ii)  Part of Brian Clark Ophthalmic Optician, Selections pet and garden stores, 

Selections hardware store 

p.4:  (i)  Co-op store, Cancer Research UK shop 

 (ii) Cancer Research UK, entrance to High Street Mews, Watsons Property 

Management 

p.5:  (i)  Black Lion P.H. with troop of Morris dancers performing in front of pub 

 (ii)  Leighton Buzzard Conservative Club, Halifax Bank 

 

North Side of High Street  

p.6:  (i)  Bottom end of High Street looking towards Bridge Street, Austin and 

Carnley solicitors 

 (ii)  Austin and Carnley solicitors, Derek Redfern Optician, Table Topics, 

Willen Hospice shop 

p.7:  (i)  View looking west with Fabric World and Oxfam shop in foreground 

 (ii)  A.F. Reid, YMCA shop, Ravenstone Chambers, W.H. Smith 

p.8:  (i)  W.H. Smith, NatWest Bank, Peacocks 

 (ii)  Peacocks clothing store from front 

p.9 (i)  Peacocks clothing store 

 (ii) Nationwide Bank, Woolworths, Clarks Shoes 

p.10 (i)  View looking west with Peacocks and market stalls in foreground 

 (ii)  Peacocks, Nationwide, Woolworths looking east 

p.11 (i) Rosehill Pharmacy, Pyman jewellers, Size Up clothing, Tatlas clothing 

 (ii) Tatlas clothing, Boots, Stead & Simpson shoes 

 

Market Square 

p.12 (i) View of northern end of High Street and Market Square showing Stead & 

Simpson shoes, Hallmark Cards, Allders Opticians, Lloyds Pharmacy 

 (ii) Crowd at Market Cross with people sitting at tables. Probably heritage day. 

p.13 Two photographs of exterior of 1-5 Market Square (Allders Opticians) showing 

Eagle and Child inn sign 

p.14 (i)  View looking south west with Iceland in foreground 

 (ii) North side of Market Square showing Iceland and H.G. Stratton butcher 



p.15 (i) View of east end of Market Square showing Silver Scissors Hair Design, 

Allders Opticians, Harpenden Building Society, Huckleberrys Salon and 

Barbers 

 

North Street 

p.15 (ii) View of south end, east side of North Street showing D. King Opticians 

 

Hockliffe Street 

p.16  (i) Abbey National Bank on corner of North Street and Hockliffe Street, 

viewed from North Street 

 (ii) The Roebuck P.H. 

p.17 (i) Corner of Hockliffe Street and Market Square, showing end of The 

Roebuck P.H. and On a Roll sandwich shop 

 

Market Square 

p.17 (ii) View of old Town Hall from corner of Hockliffe Street 

p.18 (i) View west from side of old Town Hall towards Market Cross 

 (ii) View west towards Market Cross with Allframe Ltd and Communications 

Centre in foreground 

p.19 (i) View along pedestrianised section formerly known as Eagle Street or Back 

Lane towards High Street, showing market stalls 

 (ii) Corner of Market Square and Lake Street showing part of Bell P.H., shop 

formerly Cooper & Co. and Pizza Plus 

p.20 (i) Corner of Market Square and Lake Street showing Bell P.H., shop formerly 

Cooper & Co. and Pizza Plus 

 

Bell Alley 

p.20 (ii) Bell Alley looking towards The Bell P.H., Snipz Barber Shop to the right 

p.21 (i) Bell Alley showing rear of The Bell P.H. 

 

Market Square 

p.21 (ii) South side of Market Square showing Barclays Bank with part of Connells 

estate agents to the left and Swan Hotel to the right 

p.22 (i) View of old Town Hall from the south 

 (ii) Old Town Hall with Christmas decorations and small fun fair roundabout in 

front 

 

p.23 Laddie Dimmock and Frank Gatton, 2003. Old friends of Tom Lawson, “now in 

Canada”. 

 

Church Square 

p.24 (i) Golden Bell P.H. 

 (ii) View of Church Square from north west showing Golden Bell P.H. and 

Post Office 

p.25 (i) Post Office 

 (ii) War Memorial with spire of All Saints Church behind 

p.26 (i) War Memorial from north-east with All Saints Church behind 

 (ii) Judges Lane viewed from south-west corner of Church Square 

p.27 (i) Terraced houses (now offices) along west side of Church Square 



 (ii) Leighton Middle School (formerly Cedars) with two traditional style 

telephone boxes in front 

 

Pulford Road 

p.28 (i) View north towards Church Square 

 (ii) East side of Pulford Road showing terrace cottages 

 

Parsons Close 

p.29 (i) Recreation ground showing children’s play area 

 (ii) Recreation ground with Pulford School top left 

p.30 (i) May Fair: crowds in recreation ground  

 (ii) May Fair: bouncy castles and slides in recreation ground 

p.31 (i) May Fair: ice cream van and other attractions in recreation ground 

 (ii)  Pulford School viewed from recreation ground 

 

Church Avenue 

p.32 Two views of Church Avenue looking west towards All Saints Church 

 

Pulford Road 

p.33 (i) Vicarage, Pulford Road 

 

Church Square 

p.33 (ii) View of war memorial from east with All Saints Church spire behind 

p.34 Two views of crucifix in churchyard, one with east end of All Saints Church 

behind 

p.35 (i) North side of All Saints Church 

 (ii) East end of All Saints Church viewed from north 

p.36 (i) West door of All Saints Church 

 (ii) Two stone coffins against wall of All Saints Church 

p.37 (i) View of churchyard 

 

 

Pulford Road 

p.37 (ii)  View of vicarage from corner of Church Avenue and Pulford Road, with 

All Saints Church spire behind 

 

Waterborne Walk Shopping Precinct 

p.38 (i) View south towards High Street 

 (ii) Waitrose supermarket 

p.39 (i) View west to east along covered shopping area, Poundstretcher store on left 

 (ii) View east to west along covered shopping area, Superdrug to right and 

Julian Graves to left 

 

Friday Street 

p.40 (i)  Block of flats at north end of Friday Street, Choices to left and Chaineys 

Cycles to right 

 (ii) View south along Friday Street  

p.41 (i)  View from north end of Friday Street north towards Osborne Morris and 

Morgan solicitors’ offices and blocks of flats on Water Lane 

 



West Street 

p.41 (ii) View from West Street along Water Lane 

p.42 (i)  View north across West Street to Bassett Road 

 

Market Square 

p.42 (ii) View west from Market Square towards Market Cross and High Street 

 

Heritage Day 

p.43 (i) Fairground attractions at west end of High Street 

 (ii) Performance on mobile stage in North Street 

p.44 (i) Town crier and woman in costume carrying basket of flowers in Market 

Square. Helter skelter and fairground booth behind.  

 (ii) Town crier in front of Rotary Club stall in High Street. Dillamore’s 

Furnishers behind. 

p.45 (i) Crowd around Market Cross 

 (ii) Steam engine and mobile stage in North Street. Victoria Wine on left. 

p.46 (i) High Street looking west from Market Square, people sitting at tables 

eating in foreground.  

 (ii) View east from High Street towards Market Square. Helter Skelter to right. 

p.47 (i) View of Market Square from west. Market Cross on left with woman and 

man dressed as a soldier sitting on steps. Marquee behind. 

 (ii) Crowds around Market Cross 

p.48 (i) Woman singer dressed in army uniform entertaining audience in Market 

Square 

 (ii) View of tank, buildings to east side of North Street behind 

p.49 (i) View of Market Square from east end of High Street, helter skelter to right 

 (ii) Fairground stall at west end of High Street 

 

North Street 

p.50 (i) Red Lion P.H. 

 (ii) View of west side of North Street from south, showing Crazy Craft café, 

North Sea Fish & Chips, Timpson shoe repairs, RSPCA shop, Victoria Wine. 

Red Lion P.H. in distance 

p.51 (i) View of North Street from north, Victoria Wine on right 

 

West Street 

p.51 (ii) View along West Street to west of Water Lane, showing offices to right 

 

North Street 

p.52 (i) View of Black Horse roundabout looking north along North Street, Black 

Horse P.H. centre left 

 (ii) Black Horse P.H. 

p.53 (i)  Wilkes Almshouses, North Street 

 (ii) Entrance to Friends Meeting House, North Street 

p.54 (i) West side of North Street, looking south from end of Wilkes Almshouses 

 (ii) Crown P.H. and Qik-Snax Sandwich Bar, corner of North Street and 

Bedford Street 

p.55 (i) Wheatsheaf P.H., David Ball Antiques, west side of North Street 

 (ii) View north towards Church St, Baker Street car park to left and St Andrews 

Street to right 



p.56 (i) West side of North Street, looking north, showing Ocean Fish Bar, 

Leighton Hire Centre, and New City Heating Co.Ltd 

 

Hockliffe Street 

p.56  (ii) North side of Hockliffe Street, looking east, showing McConville Estate 

Agents and Pronuptia 

 

North Street 

p.57  (i) Trinity Methodist Church 

 (ii) Roundabout at junction of North Street, West Street and Leston Road, 

looking north 

 

Leston Road 

p.58 (i)  Roundabout at junction of North Street, West Street and Leston Road, 

looking east along Leston Road 

 (ii) Hamilton Court, Leston Road 

 

North Street 

p.59 (i) North Street looking south towards roundabout at junction with West Street 

and Leston Road 

 (ii) Baker Street car park 

 

Church Street 

p.60 (i) St. Andrews Street looking north from junction with Church Street 

 (ii) Church Street showing Leighton Signs on corner with Mill Road 

p.61  (i)  Pages Almshouses 

 (ii) Houses on site of former St Andrews Girls School 

p.62 (i) Houses on former site of Ashwell Arms on corner of Ashwell Street and 

Church Street 

 (ii) View of Stag P.H. with Plantation Road to left and Heath Road to right 

 

Plantation Road 

p.63 (i)  Plantation Road sign with post box behind 

 (ii) View to north with entrance to Firs Path to the left  

 

Taylor’s Ride 

p.64 (i) Path to west of Taylor’s Ride 

 (ii) Entrance to Corbetts Hill Farm 

p.65 (i) & (ii)  Views across to Grand Union Canal 

 

Plantation Road 

p.66 (i) & (ii)  Large cedar tree in Plantation Road area, exact location unknown 

p.67 (i)  Leighton Buzzard Golf Club viewed from entrance to Heath Court  

 (ii) View along rural section of Plantation Road 

 

Linslade Road 

p.68 (i)  Southern entrance gates to Rushmere Park with lodge house to left, viewed 

from end of Plantation Road. 

 (ii)  Southern entrance gates to Rushmere Park with lodge house to right, 

viewed from end of Plantation Road. 



Heath Road 

p.69 (i) The Star P.H. viewed from north-west 

 (ii)  Junction with Shenley Hill Road with part of Leighton Buzzard boundary 

sign on right 

 

Clarence Road 

p.70 (i) View south-west towards Roosevelt Avenue from junction with Nelson 

Road and Roosevelt Avenue 

 (ii) View north-east towards Nelson Road from junction with Nelson Road and 

Roosevelt Avenue 

p.71 (i) View west from entrance to Miletree Court 

 (ii) View north towards Mountbatten Gardens 

p.72  (i) Parade of shops on south side of Clarence Road, with Allsorts House 

Clearances and sub-Post Office in foreground 

 (ii)  Junction with Churchill Road 

 

Garden Hedge 

p.73 (i) St. George’s Lower School sign 

 (ii) View looking south from junction with Clarence Road 

p.74 (i) View looking north from junction with St. Andrews Street 

 (ii) Working Mans Club 

 

St. Andrews Street 

p.75 (i) Looking south-east from junction with Garden Hedge 

 (ii)  Looking south-west from junction with Garden Hedge 

p.76 (i) North showing houses on site of St. Andrews Church  

 

Beaudesert 

p.76 (ii) East Street viewed from junction with Beaudesert 

p.77 (i) Bedford Street viewed from junction with Beaudesert 

 (ii) Lammas Walk viewed from junction with Beaudesert 

 

Lammas Walk 

p.78 (i) Rear view of Trinity Methodist Church 

 (ii) Salvation Army 

 

Beaudesert 

p.79 (i) Martins Court flats on corner of Lammas Walk and Beaudesert 

 (ii) Ruth and Warwick Ltd, printers and stationers 

p.80 (i) Entrance to Windmill Path 

 (ii) East side of Beaudesert showing houses on site of Beaudesert School 

 

Hockliffe Road 

p.81 (i) View west from junction with Beaudesert showing The White House Stores 

 (ii) Roundabout at junction of Hockliffe Street, Beaudesert and Hockliffe Road 

p.82 (i) Junction of Hockliffe Road and South Street 

 

Beaudesert 

p.82 (ii) Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

p.83  (i) East side of Beaudesert looking north from junction with Vandyke Road 



 

Hockliffe Street 

p.83 (ii) Roundabout at junction between Hockliffe Street and Leston Road, 

showing “Sovereign House” (offices of Countrywide Assured Group) 

p.84 (i) Delta House (formerly Beechcroft School) viewed from Leston Road 

roundabout 

 (ii) Elderly man standing in alley leading to Lammas Walk 

p.85 (i) & (ii)   Flats on corner of Hockliffe Street and Leston Road 

p.86 (i) View west from Leston Road roundabout, showing Countryside Assured 

Group, Ark House and Connells on left and M & M Properties on right 

p.87 (i)  View east from Leston Road roundabout towards White House in centre 

 (ii)  View of White House from Leston Road roundabout 

p.88 (i) Delta House (formerly Beechcroft School) 

 (ii) Ark House and offices of Countrywide Assured Group 

p.89 (i) North side of Hockliffe Street looking west 

 (ii) North side of Hockliffe Street showing Leighton Buzzard Bed and Pine 

Centre and Abbey National 

p.90 (i)  Roundabout at junction between Hockliffe Street and Leston Road, 

showing “Sovereign House” (offices of Countrywide Assured Group) 

 (ii) View north along Leston Road from Hockliffe Street roundabout 

p.91 (i) Leighton Buzzard Magistrates Court and Police Station 

 

Lammas Walk 

p.91 (ii) Rear of Hamilton Court, viewed from Lammas Walk 

 

Vandyke Road 

p.92 (i) Entrance to cemetery 

 (ii)  West end of cemetery chapel 

p.93 (i) Cemetery grounds 

 (ii) Path through cemetery showing gravestones to either side 

 

Bassett Road 

p.94 (i)  [unidentified, possibly Mary Bassett School] 

 (ii)   Leighton Buzzard ambulance station 

 

Vandyke Road 

p.95 (i) Vandyke School 

 

Lake Street 

p.95 (ii) Entrance to Fire Station 

 

High Street 

p.96 (i) South side of High Street at corner with Church Square showing  Going 

Places travel agent and Sue Ryder shop 

 (ii) South side of High Street showing Densons estate agent, Going Places 

travel agent and bus shelter 

p.97 (i) View towards Church Square from west end of High Street showing 

Leighton Middle School (formerly Cedars) 

 

 



Miscellaneous 

p.97 (ii) Iron insurance wall plate reading “Fire & Life. Farmers” 

 

Beaudesert 

p.98 (i) Windmill Path 

 

Lake Street 

p.98 (ii) Entrance to Fire Station 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


